Preparing for next week’s message:

Defining the church

7.   “Grace for all!”

Study Guide for July 22-23, 2006                                                                                                                                Scripture: Acts 10:9-35

Theme:  “God’s divine love, forgiveness and acceptance, due to Christ’s sacrifice, extends to all who don’t deserve it or even earn it.”
Read It: 

     Have you stopped to realize how difficult change can be?  It becomes excessively difficult for people who have been taught that the “old way” is true, right and proper to modify their behavior or belief system.  This is not only true for us today, but it was equally true for people in the time of Peter and Paul.

     Throughout Israelite history, the Jewish people believed that God commanded them, through the law of Moses, that certain things, animals, and people were ‘unclean!’  In other words, a true religious Jew could not touch, eat or associate with anything or any one that was under such a religious designation.  The original purpose for this designation of ‘unclean’ was to remind the early Jew that ordinary people could not come into the presence of a Holy God.  They had to qualify by being separated  for God’s use.  (Lev. 20:22-26).  To qualify required keeping God’s rules and regulations.  A person had to be “good enough.”
      But now that the promised Messiah had come, and died on the cross, the religious barriers, restrictions of separation  and rules to qualify had come down.  The “old way” for sinful people to come into the presence of a Holy God was the way through barriers of laws, rules, ritual, sacrifices, priesthood, remaining clean and going to a temple! Now, in the coming of Jesus, the barrier of being good enough gave way to the “new way”—by grace through faith alone.  Now every man, woman and child has access to God because He graciously offers it due to the saving work of Jesus Christ, who is to be received by faith.  What a change!  Grace for all!  The old way means earning it!  The new way is a gift!
     It took Peter and the early church some time, some vivid lessons, and some graphic personal experiences to change their deeply ingrained perspectives. But the “new way” through Christ must be understood.  A right relationship with God is now available to all...because of God’s grace ,  not because of anyone’s goodness.   It’s Jesus who makes us clean!
KNOW:

1 As the Apostle Peter took time to pray, what strange thing happened and what did he see?  10:9-13
· Why was this invitation so revolting to Him?  10:14; Lev. 11:4-8
2 What was the message that Peter needed to hear and how was it emphasized?  10:15-16

3 Who was waiting to speak to Peter and what was their request?     10:17-23

4 Why was it so difficult for Peter to be in the home of Cornelius and how did God prepare him for it?  10:27-28

5 In order for Christ’s command in Acts 1:8 to happen why was it necessary for Peter to change?  10:28, 34-35
     BE:

1 What are some reasons we reject or avoid certain people?

· What specific things do you consider to be ‘unclean’ in some people?

2 How has God dealt with you in some surprising ways to cause you to change your mind about people or what you thought was “religious’?  Why is it hard for you to change your perspective?
3 How has your understanding of God’s grace brought you greater freedom in doing the ministry of Christ?

DO:

1 How can you show more grace to those in our church who “don’t fit in”?

2 If someone asked you to tell them about your faith, what would you say?  How would you explain the difference between goodness and grace?
